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MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS, COLONIAL 
AND STATE. 



From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



(continued.) 



Petition in Regard to a Slave 1 , 1773. 

To the Honourable the Speaker & Gentlemen of the House 
of Burgesses. 
The Petition of Peter Hansbrough of the County of Staf- 
ford Humbly Sheweth that in the Year of our Lord God 
one thousand seven hundred & Seventy-one he was Pos- 
sess'd of a Valuable man Slave Named Sharper & that Some 
time in December he discovered Some behaviour in the Said 
Sharper which occasioned your Petitioner to be more Strict 
in inquiring into the Conduct & where he Spent his time in 
his absent hours your Petitioner Quickly found as he believed 
that Sharper's Intent were Criminal in Endeavouring to Pro- 
curing Poison from a Negroe Doctor or Conjurer as they are 
Call'd but for what Purpose unknown your Petitioner thought 
it was his Duty to Apply to one of the Gentlemen Justices of 
the Peace of the County aforesaid & Inform him of the Mat- 
ter & to Consult what was best to be done to detect the Vil- 
lian from his Intended Villiany & Accordingly did apply to 
Yelverton Peyton Gentleman one of the Justices aforesaid of 

•The horrors of English jails in the eighteenth century are well 
known, and it is probable- that those of the Colonies were as bad. 
If, from their slighter construction, they were better ventilated, for 
this very reason they were colder. It is not uncommon to read of negro 
prisoners being severely frost-bitten. No doubt white prisoners suffered 
in the same way ; but there was no hope for compensation for them as 
there was for masters of slaves, and therefore not the same reason for a 
record. 
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the County & Inform'd him of what Grounds he had for 
Suspicion upon which the Said Justice Isued his Warrant 
to apprehend Said Sharper which was executed & was 
brought to trial before the Said Justice in Company with 
Jno. James Gentleman and other of the Justices of the County 
aforesaid & upon the Examination of Said Sharper it ap- 
peared to the Justices afores'd that Sharper had attempted 
to procure Poison from the Doctor aforesaid to destroy White 
People & offer'd money for it, but no Persons Name 
mentioned, upon which Yelverton Peyton Committed the 
said Sharper to the County Goal & also Isued his Warrant 
to Summons the Gentlemen Justices of the Peace to meet at 
the Court House on a certain day in the month of Decem'r to 
hold a Court for the Examination of the Slave aforesaid as 
the Law directs. Your Petitioner begs Leave to acquaint 
this Honourable house that he took great pains & Some dif- 
ficulty to attend the Court as the weather was Extremely Cold 
& Raining & finding that the Gentlemen Justices did not at- 
tend he thought it his Duty to enquire into the State of the 
Prisoner & found he was bitt by the Frost to Such a Degree 
that it Commanded Pity from every human heart. Your 
Petitioner apply'd to the Goaler to Procure a Nurse which 
accordingly was done the best that could be Procured with 
the View that the Said Slave should either [be] Punish 
[ed] by the Laws of our County & not Suffer Death in the 
Cold Goal. Your Petitioner farther begs Leave to Inform this 
Honourable house that there were Several Days appointed 
for the Tryal aforesaid but never one to be held untill the 
Month of May in the Year of our Lord God one thousand 
Seven Hundred & Seventy two the Severity of the Weather 
is well known, In which time the Negroe Doctor or Conjurer 
aforesaid through Age & Infirmitty was rendered incapable 
of attending as a Witness. The County Court of Stafford 
Thought Proper to acquit the Said Sharper. Your Pettitioner 
took the Poor distressed Slave home & Nurs'd him with all 
the Tender Care he was Capable of, but the Wound was So 
Great that first his Feet came off & then his Legs grew worse 
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untill he died in the Month of & as your Peti- 

tioner begs Leave to assure this Honourable house that his 
behaviour on the aforesaid Occasion was entirely Intended to 
Punish such Wickedness as he was fully Satisfied was In- 
tended by the Said Sharper in Hopes to Deter others from 
Such like attempts which is too Common in our Country & 
as by that means lost a Valuable Slave Your Pettitioner hum- 
bly hopes this Honourable house will take it under their ten- 
der Consideration, And grant Your Pettitioner Such Relief 
as they in their Wisdom Shall think Meet. 

And Your Petitioner shall ever Pray, &c. 

Stafford S. c. 

At a Court held for proof of Public Claims, propositions 
& Grievances. Nov. the 8th, 1773. 

The wuthin Petition being produced and read, is Ordered 
to be Certified to the General Assembly. 

Henry Tyler, C. S. C. 
Nothing else Offered. 

[Endorsed] 

Hansbro's Pet. certified to lie. 



Treaty* With the Indians at Lancaster, Pa., 1744. 

[Text of treaty printed in this Magazine, XIII, 141, 142 (and 
several times previously), but in our publication without the sig- 
natures, which are given below from a copy in the Virginia State 
Library.] 

1 By the treaty of Lancaster Virginia gained from the Six Nations a 
relinquishment of their claim to the country between the Blue Ridge and 
the Ohio. 

The following treaties with Indians have been published in this Mag- 
azine : 
Treaty of Jamestown, with the Virginia Indians, 1677. XIV, 889-297. 
Treaty of Lancaster, with the Six Nations, 1744- XIII, 141. Ma- 
Treaty of Loggs Town, with the Six Nations (with minutes of the 
conference), 1752. XIII, 143-174. 
Treaty with the Catawbas and Cherokees, 1756. XIII, 227-264. 
Treaty of Fort Stanwix, with the Six Nations, 1768. XIII, 23-27. 
Treaty of Lochaber, with the Cherokees, 1770- IX, 360-364. 
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* * * Xhe second day of July the eighteenth year of the 
reign of Sovereign Lord George the second King of Great 
Britain &c, & in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred & forty four. 

Signed Sealed & delivered in the presence of (being first in- 
terlined with the words the King) : 

Edm. Jennings James Patton 

Thomas James Logan jun'r 

King Thos. Cookson 

Thomas Craddock 
Tho. Coliel Robert Brookejun'r 



James Hamilton 
Richard Peters Thos. Madison 
Will'm Logan William Black 
John Tay- 

loe, jun'r Conrad Wilser, 

Interpreter 
Phil. Lud. Lee Edward Smout 
Presly Thornton 
Nat Bizlie William Marshe 



Tanickientus 


[LS] 


Onucknaxzgur 


[LS] 


Shickeling 


O [LS] 


Wahatuha 


[LS] 


Tohasaangar- 




rorows 


O [LS] 


Arruchhockln 


O [LS] 


Tiochasenj 


X [LS] 


Sidoceax 


C [LS] 


Attiuska 


-[LS] 


Tharnchia Waggon 



N. Rigbie, jun'r 



Benedict Calvert 



Virginia, S. C. 

At a General Court held 
at the Capitol, October the 25th 
1744. This deed poll was 
proved by the oaths of 
Edmund Jennings esquire, 
Philip Ludwell Lee & William 
Black, three of the witnesses 



Tuwathadachgua S 

his 
Canassatigo X [LS] 
mark 
his 
Tochanvontiar X [L S] 
mark 
his 
Johnuah X [L S] 

mark 
his 
Caxagan X [L S] 

mark 

his 
Torachdadon X [LS] 
mark 
his 
Heuohanyack X [L S] 
mark 
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thereto & by the court ordered 


his 




to be recorded. 


Rotriawuchtar X 


[LS] 




mark 


Teste 


Taraghsackgua 


[LS] 


Ben Waller, CI. Cur. 


Saguehscnyunt 


[LS] 




Gachradodow 


[LS] 




Habasabyaken 


[LS] 




Rowanhohiess 


[LS] 




O Loghquah 


[LS] 




Seayontur 


[LS] 




Tanasansgo 


[LS] 



A copy 
Teste 

Wilson Allen, C. Gl. 

[Endorsed] 
Six Nations of Indians to George the second. Cop. deed, 
1744. Rec'd the above. * * * 



Petition of Citizens of Charles City 3 County, 
About 1710. 
Charles City County ss. : 

To the Hon'ble the Liu*t Governer, 
And the Hon'ble Councill and Burgessess of this present 
Gen'll Assembly. 

The Inhabitants of the Said County 
Humbly shew, 

That this County of Charles Citty by being lately Divided 
into two Countys And that part which is now Charles Citty 
County being but one third part of what it was before it was 
Divided is Reduced into soe Small a Quantetie of Tithables 



8 In 1702 all of Charles City county lying south of James river was cut 
off and made a new county, Prince George. It included a much greater 
territory than the present county of the name. In 1720 the parts of 
Westover and Weyanoke parishes north of the Chickahominy, and of 
Wallingford parish west of that river (all in James City county) were 
added to Charles City. 
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that the taxes are soe great that the poor Inhabitants of the 
Said County are not able to Subsist which Causeth many to 
Remove out of the Said County into other Countys where 
there are more Tithables to bare the burthen, p'pole which 
they finde is a great Ease to them which causeth many to 
Remove dayley: and the Said County being bounded on every 
Side with the Several Countys adjacent that it is altogether 
Impossible to Inlarge the Same without taking from Some of 
the adjacent Countys to add to this And forasmuch as that 
part of James Citty County which lieth above Chickahomony 
Pviver & bounds on the Lower Side of this County being soe 
very convenient to this County of Charles Citty and soe very 
inconvenient to James City County to the great grief of the 
people there Inhabiting and &c: The Inhabitants of Charles 
Citty County therefore Humbly praye that Your Hon'rs and 
the Worshipfull the Burgessess of this present Gen'll Assem- 
bly Will be pleas'd to take the Same into your Serious Con- 
sideration and agree that a law maye be made for the ading 
and Joyning of that part of James Citty County which lieth 
above Chickahomony River as affore Said unto Charles Citty 
County and that the Said River called Chickahomony River 
maye be for the future the bounds Dividing James Citty and 
Charles Citty Countys which will be very much to the Satis- 
faction of the Inhabitants of that part of James Citty County 
and to all the Inhabitants in Gen'll of Charles Citty County 
and a great ease to both: &c: 

And they as in duty bound shall ever praye, 

Rich'd Bradford Jno. Stokes 

Rich'd Dennis Tho. Blanker 

Val. Minge John Hunt 

Hen. Harvey Rich Gillum 

Edward Cocke Jeffery Monford 

Jno. Minge Wm. Ingram 

Wm. Tomson Wm. Poyder. 

Sam'l Rusill f^eo. Sharptoe 

Jno. Hamison Chas. Hardwood 
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Jno. Roper Rich'd Bradford Jur. 

Jos. Harwood his 

Jno. Evens Rob't R. B. Brooks 

Turner Huntt mark 

Thos. Poynter Jno. Drinkwater 

Ed. Grosse Wm. Shands 

Jno. Huntt Jno. Epes 

David Jones Sam'l Harwood, Jur. 

Geo. Hunt James Mander. 



Thomas Gregory 



[Endorsed] 



Inhabitants of Cha's City Pet'n the Assembly that the part 
of James City above Chickahominy river may be joined to 
Charles City. 



Deposition in Regard to John Goodrich. 4 

Ja's Eastwood sworn saith— 

That he was Master of a Vessel belonging to Jn'o Good- 
rich, who was on Board and intended to St. Eustatia from a 
place called South Key where they had taken in Naval stores, 
that in the Month of Nov'r last they were met at Ocracock 
Barr by a Pilot Boat with three Officers in the British Ser- 
vice, which much alarmed the Witness*, but he was told by 
the said Goodrich not to be uneasy, for that he did not come 
there with his fingers in his mouth : That the Officers board- 
ed the Vessel, (one of them with the said Goodrich went 
down into the Cabin, but the Witness does not know what 
passed there,) that three or four days after the said Goodrich 
was sent round in his own Vessel to Norfolk that the Wit- 
ness requested to be sent with the s'd Goodrich, which the 
Officer refused for want as he said of Irons, about three 
Weeks after the Witness was carried round there in a Ten- 
der, a dispute arising was called on to give Testimony also. 



'This is the last of the documents in regard to John Goodrich, the 
Tory, in regard to whom a good deal has been printed in this Magazine. 
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* who proposed hauling up Anchor and carrying the Vessels 
from them and told Goodrich on his producing as he said a 
pass from L'd Dunmore, that he was an old Rascal and that 
the pass was forged for L'd Dunmore would not grant such a 
one, and they were immediately put down into the Hole with 
Guards set over them and Orders given that they should not 
have any thing to eat or drink & threatened with Irons as 
soon as he arrived he found Cap'n Goodrich released on his 
Parole & was called upon to give Testimony concerning an 
Information lodged by the s'd Goodrich against Cap'n Jones 
for the manner in which he was treated when first taken, that 
immediately afterwards the said Goodrich was released on 
his Parole and the Witness discharged & set on Shore. 

The Witness being interrogated saith that the Vessell was 
made a Prize of and stript of all her sail & rigging, That 
while the Vessell lay at Ocracock Barr, the Witness was 
going a Shore to procure a Pilot to carry her out, but met 
one & a Midshipman coming to them. As soon as they got 
a Board the Pilot asked the s'd Goodrich where he would 
have the Vessell carried, who answered into Teachy's Hole. 

[continued note from page 52] 
that the said Goodrich being then very wet applied to the 
Officer to let him have a change of Cloaths and also his Bead 
with him in the Hole, which was refused — 

That the Vessell was taken and made use of by Cap'n 
Montague as a Tender. That they kept a strict look out for 
Tenders and that those which took the Vessell, were so dis- 
guised, that they came very near their Vessell before they 
discovered them to be an Enemy. 

James Eastwood. 
[Endorsed] 
Eastwood's Deposition. 



Committee of Safety to Patrick Henry. 

To Patrick Henry, Esq'r. 
Sir 
The Committee of Safety considering the small quantity 
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of Powder & the great disbursement shortly intended to be 
made of it, are of opinion the whole should come here, & 
recommend your ordering a Waggon for the 1200 lb. to Les- 
ters Ferry. We have sent an express to Col'o Bullett, for 
him to forward orders to the officer of the other command, 
to bring the remainder of the Powder to the Public Maga- 
zine. 
By order of the Committee 

I am Sir Yr Obed't seiVt 

Edm'd Pendleton. 
24 October, 1775. 

[Endorsed] 

Com'ee of safety. L'r from y'e President. Oct'r 24, 1775. 



Case of Matthew Phripp 5 Charged With Disloyalty 
to Virginia, 1775. 

Interrogatories respecting Mr. Matthew Phripp's Conduct 
answered by Paul Loyall. 

1st. How he has demeaned himself in general during L'd 
Dunmore's stay in and about Norfolk and with Regard to the 
Dispute between Britain and America? As a Friend to 
America. 

2d. Whether he has born arms under L'd Dunmore, or en- 
couraged others to do so? No. 

3dly. Whether he has voluntarily, or otherwise, furnished 
L'd Dunmore with Vessels, Provisions or Money? Not to 
my knowledge. 

4th. Whether he has been active in persuading Persons to 
take the Oajh prescribed by L'd Dunmore? He has not. 



•See this Magazine, XV, 148, for a note on Matthew Phripp, who was 
one of the most prominent merchants of Norfolk. On January 4, 1776. 
the Convention adopted a resolution entirely exonerating him from 
charges of disloyalty to Virginia. 
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5th. Whether he has ever administered the Oath to any 
Servants or Slaves? No. 

From my particular Intimacy with Mr. Phripp, & through 
knowledge of his Principles I am induced to esteem him as 
a firm Friend to American Liberty. 

Norfolk 27th Dec'r 1775. 

The above Querys were severally put to Mr. Paul Loyall, 
& answer'd as express'd — 

Certif/d" under my Hand 

Wm. Woodford. 
[Endorsed] 

Matt. Phripp. Resolutions & Papers respecting him. 
Depositions in favour of Cap't Phripp. ref. 

[Enclosure] 

Princess Anne County, Dec'r 27, 1775. These are to Cer- 
tify that Christopher Calvert this day came before us and 
Made Oath that he had been Intimately Acquainted with Mr. 
Matt'w Phripp for a Considerable time, and that he always 
thought him a very strong advocate for his Country with 
regard to the present dispute between G't Britain and 
America, And that he is very Certain that Mr. Matt Phripp 
never tooke up Arms Against His Country, Neither has he at 
any time Assisted Lord Dunmore with Vessells, provisions or 
Money to the best of this Deponants belief. 

And that further he veryly believes that the said Matt. 
Phripp Never persuaded any person to take the Oath pre- 
scribed by Lord Dunmore or even administered the said Oath 
to any person whatsoever. Because the day before the battle 
at Kemps Land'g the said Phripp was in Company with this 
deponant Under arms in the Volunteer Company expect'g 
Lord Dunmore's troops every Minute to Attack us ; and that 
since the above mentioned battle this deponant has been Cred- 
ably Inform'd that the said Matt Phripp has keep'd out of the 
Way of Lord Dunmore and all his Emisarrys. Likewise 
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part of which time was with this deponant and he Often 
heard the said Phripp say that he would have me to keep out 
of the way of said Dunmore & to be ready on the Shortest 
Notice to flee with him up the Country for refuge if Occa- 
sion shou'd come & further this deponant saith not. 

Chris'r Calvert. 

The Above Depi'sion taken & Subscrib'd to before 

David Mason, 
Thos. Newton Jr. 
[Endorsed] 

C'r Calvert's Dep'on in far'r Mr. Phripp. 

[Enclosure] 

Princess Anne County, Dec'r 27th 1775. This da y Came 
before us Doct'r John Ramsay, and made Oath as follows, 
viz — That he was often in Company with Edward Hack 
Moseley Sen'r Edward Hack Moseley Jun'r and Matthew 
Phripp Get'n from the Commencement of Our Disputes 
with Lord Dunmore till within a few days before the Stand- 
ard was raised in this County, and Deposeth, That He Al- 
ways heard the Above Gentlemen Express themselves as 
warm friends to their Country, and Highly Condemn'd the 
Measures which Lord Dunmore and his Adherents were then 
Persuing against this Country, and he is well Convinced that 
they Never Aided or Assisted Lord Dunmore in any Ris- 

pect Whatever. 

John Ramsey. 
The above deposition taken before us 

David Mason, 
Thos. Newton Jr. 
[Endorsed] 

Doct'r Ramsay's Depon in favour of M. 
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To Capt. Matthew Phripp at Williamsburg, p'r favour of 
Mr. Alex'r Moseley. 

Princess Anne, 23rd Dec'r, 1775. 
Dear Sir 

Having already wrote you p. this Conveyance and having 
been just now call'd to Dinner, with honest Dick Kelloe & 
several hon'est Buckskins, who call'd here yesterday on their 
Way to Norfolk; I have only Time to tell you that the Let- 
ter you desired me to send up immediately, viz, the Letter 
you wrote me from Kempe's, advising that you had at last 
resolved to swallow the Oath & digest it afterwards, was in 
such a Style & so much in Favour of our Country's Cause, 
that my kinsman T. Booth committed it to the Flames in 
my dining Room Fire, soon after I had carefully as well as 
chearfully perused it, lest it shou'd accidentally fall into such 
Hands as might probably chastise, or at least reprimand you 
for such Behaviour, especially if they had heard with how 
much Difficulty You was prevail'd on to leave the Desert be- 
yond Cape Henry, whereto you had fled as a Place of present 
Safety from his Majesty's Troops, whose friendly Enquiry 
for you had for several Days added to your other Distresses. 

I am w'th Sincerity 

D'r Matt, Y'r affect'e Friend & obed't Serv't 

Anth'y Walke. 
[Enclosure] 

The Committee, to whom the Petition of Matthew Phripp, 
was recommitted, have had the same under their considera- 
tion And it appears to this Committee from the Testimony 
of Daniel Hutchings, that the said Matthew Phripp was ex- 
tremely active in encouraging the people in Norfolk to get 
acquainted with Military Discipline, and prepare for defend- 
ing their Country. That the said Phripp, was chosen Colonel 
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of the Borough and was twice elected Chairman of the Com- 
mittee. That the said Phripp took up Arms against L'd 
Dunmore, on his taking the Types from the Printer in Nor- 
folk, but that on the people's refusing to join him, he de- 
clined to act any longer as their Colonel. That it also ap- 
pears to this Committee from the Depositions of Paul Loyall 
and Christopher Calvert, that the said Matthew Phripp, dur- 
ing L'd Dunmore's stay in and about Norfolk, demeaned 
himself as a friend to his Country and it does not appear the 
said Phripp hath assisted L'd Dunmore with either money, 
provisions or Vessels or advised or persuaded any person to 
join L'd Dunmore or take his Oath. 

That it appears to your Committee, the said Phripp being 
deserted by the people in that part of the Country, in danger 
of being delivered up to & having much of his property in 
the Power of L'd Dunmore, was compelled by his situation 
to take the Oath prescribed by his Lordship. 

And it also further appears to this Committee that the 
said Matthew Phripp's visit to Norfolk proceeded from the 
pressing invitation of his aged and infirm Father. 

Upon the whole Matter the Committee came to the fol- 
lowing Resolution 

Resolved, that it is the Opinion of this Committee that the 
said Matthew Phripp hath uninformly shewn himself the 
firm and steady Friend of American Liberty until his un- 
fortunate Visit to Norfolk in consequence of the invitation 
from his aged parent, at which time, falling into the power 
of L'd Dunmore he had only the alternative of submitting or 
exposing his life & Fortune to his Lordship's resentment; 
in this extremsty he yielded and took the Oath, but as the 
said Matthew Phripp soon after manifested his willingness 
to support the Common Cause, We think upon the whole he 
ought to be restored to the Confidence of his Countrymen. 

[Endorsed] 
Matt: Phripp. 
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Petition for a Ferry in Halifax County, 1775. 

To the Hon'ble Speaker and Gentlemen of House of Bur- 
gesses. 

The Petition of David Brandon, Humbly sheweth that he 
is proprietor of a Tract of Land on the South Side of Dan 
River in Halifax County and finds it will be of great advan- 
tage to the Publick as well as himself that a Ferry be Estab- 
lish'd from his Land across the s'd River to the Land of John 
Lawson on the opposite side. 

Your Petitioner therefore prays that an Act may pass for 

that purpose. 

And ye Pet'r Shall pray &c. 

[Endorsed] 

Brandon David, petition of, for a public ferry over Dan 
river. 10 June, 1775, referred to the committee of proposi- 
tions and grievances. 

Reasonable. 

(to be continued.) 



